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and why, he asks, does he believe in these ? why
does he believe that there are feelings which are
not  his own?   'Because/   he  answers,   ' as I
belong to a gregarious race, the greater part of
my life, consists in acting upon the supposition
that  it  is  true.'     This  is   literally  the   only
answer that  he  gives to   the great   question ;
and he gives this not hastily, but with all de-
liberation, and he leads solemnly up to it, as a
piece of profound wisdom.    Now what does this
sentence amount to ?    To believe that there are
feelings which are not his own is the same thing
as to believe that he belongs to a race.     The
question, then, that he is really asking is, c Why
do I believe that I belong to a race ?'    And his
only  answer  is, ' Because I belong  to a gre-
garious race.'    But this is not all.    In another
place precisely the same question is again asked
by him, and what he says there is^very different
and far -more to the purpose.    i How,7 he says,
1 this  inference is justified, how consciousness
can testify to anything outside itself, I do not
pretend to say.    I need not untie a knot that
the world has cut for me long ago. . . . The
position of absolute idealism may therefore be
left out of count? although each individual may